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As it becomes cooler outside and we settle into our routines of school life, homework, sports and other activities 
remember to take the time to enjoy the changes of this beautiful fall weather.  Progress reports have been distributed 
and we move on to finish the first marking period.  The PTO appreciates all of the volunteer sheets filled out and 
returned by so many parents, especially when time is a rare commodity. 
A big thank you is extended to Jenny Au and her helpers for refreshing snacks and a beautiful arrangement on 
curriculum night.  We would also like to thank Beth Coppola and Tish Lanahan for putting together the directory; 
Cathy Misialek and the women who organize and mail the newsletter each month.  A job made more difficult by the 
post office ban on staples.  And thank you, Suzanne Fanelle, for agreeing to be the newsletter editor again this year. 
Our annual Book Fair is coming up in November, just in time for the holidays.  Join us in shopping for a special 
holiday gift, teacher gifts or that next great read for the cool weather ahead.  We will have extended hours on 
Wednesday November 12th to coincide with our New Funraiser the Student/Faculty Feud.  This is a contest between 
grade level students and teachers following the format of the game show Family Feud.  For more information and 
hours of both events check out our website. 
Be sure to visit the PTO website (www.temspto.org).  It is a great place to find all the important information 
concerning events, minutes, activities and general information about the PTO and school.   Also included on the 
website is an electronic version of the Bulldog Barks.  We are encouraging everyone to “GO GREEN”  and sign up to 
receive an email when the Bulldog Barks is posted online for that month.  So far we have had approximately 65 
family’s sign up, saving over 580 pieces of paper (over 1 ream).  Imagine how much we could save if everyone signed 
up.  If you are interested in receiving the email and no longer getting a paper copy of the newsletter contact Gretchen 
Guttman at tguttman@comcast.net.  Due to privacy rules and electronic posting of the newsletter we will no longer be 
including the Student of the Month in the newsletter. 
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events: 
Oct. 18  Super Saturday     All Day  CHS Fields 

(Friendly competition of the 7th and 8th grade teams between TEMS and VFMS) 
Oct. 21  7th Grade Parent/Teacher Coffee  10:30 am Cafeteria 
Oct. 23  8th Grade Parent/Teacher Coffee   9:00 am Cafeteria 
Oct. 24  5th/6th Grade Fall Mixer    3:00 pm TEMS 
Oct. 28  “A Potpourri of Opera” 5th & 6th Grade    TEMS 
  (Cultural Arts Assembly) 
Nov. 5  PTO Meeting      9:00 am Faculty Lounge 
Nov 10  The Resilient Family by Karen Reivich, Ph.D  7:00 pm VFMS 
  (Brought to you by ARCH) 
Nov. 10-14 Book Fair       Adaptive Gym 
  (See the PTO Website for hours) 
Nov. 12  Student/Faculty Feud     3:15 pm Auditorium 
We are still looking for someone to chair Lives Well Lived.  Without a Chair Person this event will have to be 
canceled.  If anyone is interested in filling the Lives Well Lived position one of our past Chairs, Rita Borzillo, is 
willing to offer her knowledge, advice and support throughout the project.  If you are interested please contact 
Gretchen Guttman at tguttman@comcast.net .  We also need a School Board representative and a New Families 
Chair , someone to touch base with the new families moving into the district during the year. If you are interested in 
these positions or helping out in other ways please fill out the volunteer form in your first day packet or download it 
off the website and return it to the main office once completed. We welcome new faces and new ideas to join our 
strong and enthusiastic group of involved parents.  
We look forward to seeing you at one of the many activities coming soon and hopefully at the next PTO meeting on 
Wed., Oct. 1st at 9:00 am in the Faculty Lounge.  
PTO Executive Committee:  Gretchen Guttman, Karen Consalo, Ayuko Siegel, Jean Purinton and Rita Borzillo 
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GET YOUR BULLDOG BARKS ONLINE 

Each month we will send you a direct link to the current month’s Bulldog Barks located 
on the TEMS PTO Website. 

http://temspto.org 
If you are interested please contact  

Gretchen Guttman at tguttman@comcast.net  
or 610-725-9391. 
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Substance Prevention 
10 Prevention Steps for Parents: 

 
START EARLY… by instilling values and giving information to children about alcohol, tobacco and other drugs 
before they reach the age when they are likely to be asked to try them. 

 
DON’T BE AN ENABLER…by being passive when you see anything or anyone encouraging your kids to use 
alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.  Speak up and take a firm stand against their use. Also, be sure to safely secure 
any alcohol you may have in your own home. 

 
REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE A ROLE MODEL FOR YOUR CHILD…actions speak louder than words.  If 
you use or abuse alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, your child is at greater risk to use them, too. 
 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EVERY TEACHABLE MOMENT…use news stories and events in your community, 
such as television shows and movies, as opportunities to discuss alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. 
 
REINFORCE BOTH THE INFORMATION AND THE RULES YOU TEACH YOUR CHILD…remember how 
many times you have to tell them to turn off the lights, eat their vegetables or do their homework? 
 
KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR CHILD’S LIFE AT HOME, IN SCHOOL, AND WITH FRIENDS…
listen to your child and to your child’s friends – Stay Aware! 
 
KNOW THE ATTITUDES TOWARDS ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND DRUGS WHICH YOUR CHILD MAY 
BE LEARNING…from babysitters, day care providers, camp counselors, family friends and relatives. 
 
IF YOU HAVE A FEELING YOUR CHILD IS TRYING ALCOHOL, TOBACCO OR OTHER DRUGS, DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT…don’t wait for the problem to go away by itself.  Take Action.  Parents have good 
instincts – trust them. 
 
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE PARENTS OF YOUR CHILD’S FRIENDS… work together with other parents to 
establish curfews and other rules for all your children, whatever their ages. 
 
REMEMBER, PARENT POWER IS STRONGER THAN PEER PRESSURE… parents are the first line of de-
fense for safe, healthy, drug-free youth!  Stand together! 
 

Adapted with permission from PRIDE-Omaha Inc 
 
����������������  is a local community group established to assist, educate and support one another in dealing with substance 
abuse in our community.  www.ARCHcares.org 

 
Pioneer Quix Stix is the ultimate lacrosse program 

for girls in grades 3 through 8 in Tredyffrin/Easttown. 
Registration for the 2009 Spring Season 
is ONLINE ONLY and is OPEN NOW! 

Please visit our website at 
http://www.PioneerQuixStix.com 

to register and receive additional information! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

If you are interested in attending an ARCH meeting – the November 19 Meeting would  
be a great one to consider.  During the meeting there will be a 20 minute presentation from  

T/ESD DARE Officer Jim Mutter.   An informative conversation is sure to ensue. 
 

You are invited to hear Officer Mutter  
speak on Keeping Your Child Safe 

8:45-10 am 
At the New T/E School District Admin Office located in the West Valley 

Business Center  
(940 West Valley Rd, Suite 1700, Wayne)  phone: 610-240-1900 

 

Visit www.archcares.org   for a full list of 2008/09 monthly meeting dates 
 

Brought to you by ARCH – Area Residents Caring and Helping  
 

YOU 
are invited to hear 

Karen Reivich, Ph.D. 
speak about 

The Resilient Family 

Monday, November 10, 2008       
7:00 – 9:00 PM      

Valley Forge Middle School 

 

The evening will begin with a presentation of key results of the 2007 PA Youth Survey*.   
The data shared underscores the importance of maintaining positive and supportive relationships  

within the family, especially in response to social and economic pressures.    

* Report on alcohol & other drug use by OUR local youth in grades 6, 8, 9, 10 & 12 

We are a partnership of parents, school administrators, police officers, 
teachers, students, and community members committed to supporting fami-
lies and helping youth form a strong positive self-image to enable them to 

make healthy choices and stay drug free.   ARCH 
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T/E’s After School  
Activity Program 
Offered through A Child’s Place 

New for 2008-2009 
Program now available to all grades, 5-8 

at T/E Middle School and Valley Forge Middle School 
 

Program highlights: 
• Certified teachers promote a positive atmosphere. 
• Students may play outdoors daily (weather permitting). 
• Activities include arts & crafts, puzzles, educational games, homework 
  help and more. 
• Hours of operation are 2:30-6:00 p.m. Parents may schedule time in 
 1/2 hour increments. 
• Great for students participating in school-sponsored afterschool activities 
 or athletics to bridge time until parent pick-up. 
 
For more information or to register, contact Kristin Houshower, Assistant 
Program Director at (610) 687-1263 

T&E Care offers school meal assistance program 
 
T&E Care is a local non-profit that helps families in our community.  Because effective learn-
ing is best done on a full stomach, T&E Care is supporting families in the T/E School District 
with a school meal assistance program.  This assistance is available to families meeting certain 
income criteria.  (For example, the monthly income for a family of 4 cannot exceed $3710.)  
Families who were approved for free or reduced lunch assistance are not eligible to apply. 
More details on the acceptance criteria can be found on the 2-page application. 
 
 If your family could use a little extra help with breakfast and/or lunch assistance and you feel 
you might fit the criteria explained in the application, please contact your child’s counselor for 
a copy of the application. You can also go to T&E Care’s website to download the application. 
(http://www.tecare.org/schoolmealassistance.html).  There is no deadline to apply. 
 
Any community members interested in helping to fund this important initiative, please go to 
T&E Care’s website (address above) for more details on how to get involved. 
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                 October 25, 2008 at 7:00pm   

               Waynesborough Country Club 
                      Creative attire with a Halloween flair 

     
Join us for a fun evening of great food, silent auction items and dancing to the 

DRF Band to help raise money for T&E Care’s Holiday Wish List! 
              For information on event and organization go to www.tecare.org 

      
If you would like to donate items or services please contact: 

                  Rita Seltzer at rita55@comcast.net. 
                         Recycled new items are welcome! 

 
 

Diversity Committee Meeting Date Change  
 

The first Diversity Committee meeting of the year will be held on October 21, 2008. 
This is a change from the originally scheduled meeting date of October 14, 2008. The 
meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. in meeting room 200 of the T/E School District Administra-
tion Offices.  

Visit the T/e-Bulletin Board at www.tesd.net !  
 

The electronic bulletin board contains information on community non-profit activities 
and events of interest to T/E parents and students. Examples of groups advertised on 
the electronic bulletin board are sports organizations, townships, libraries, art centers, 
community recreation centers, cultural education organizations, charitable organiza-
tions and many more. Information is updated twice a month – so check back often!  
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“ How Do You Spell Olde Tyme Fun? 
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Introduced by Electronic Scrip Inc. (ESI), the eScrip program is a fundrais-
ing program that allows participating merchants to contribute a percentage 
of your grocery loyalty cards, credit card, and debit/ATM card purchases 
to the school or organization of your choice.   Here’s how it works for our 
TEMS PTO: 
  

Go to www.escrip.com 
Click “sign-up” and follow the simple registration instructions  
Contributions to the PTO based on the purchases you make or by us-

ing the card you have registered.  Currently, Genardi’s is the gro-
cery store in our area enrolled in the program. 

         Your purchases are tracked and available to you online, allowing 
you to see just how much you are earning for the PTO 

 
You can even have family members across the United States register for 
TEMS PTO - Simply have them log onto eScrip and complete a registra-
tion form.  
 
Now, every time you shop at Genardi’s and use your club card, a contribu-
tion is made to TEMS PTO !!  
 
Simple, easy and effective fundraising!!! 
 
Register Today!!! 
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submitted by DEBBIE ROLLINS 
The Education Committee met on September 9th. 
The administration introduced a DVD on the topic 
of special education in an inclusive classroom. The 
program was presented in preparation for changes 
in special education practices based on the state’s 
elimination of the “part-time learning support” 
category of instructional delivery. 
 
Next the Committee heard a report on Pennsyl-
vania Economic League (PEL) enrollment trends 
and the latest straight-line progressions which was 
followed by a discussion about the possible, pro-
jected need for changes in the use of existing class-
room space.  
 
The administration then reported on the status of 
the proposed Pennsylvania Graduation Compe-
tency Assessments (GCA). Although there have 
been delays in the implementation of the GCA, all 
Pennsylvania school districts have been asked to 
submit their local graduation assessments for re-
view by the state. Board members noted the impor-
tance of continuing to advocate against GCA’s and 
for local control of student assessments.  
 
The presentation of three drafts of a 2009-2010 
calendar prompted discussion about start and end 
dates. With Labor Day falling on September 7th of 
that year, all three draft calendars have school end-
ing during the week of June 21st. The administra-
tion will consider other possible start dates and the 
calendar will be discussed again at a future meet-
ing. 
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submitted by PETE MOTEL 
The Facilities Committee met on September 19th. 
Members heard an update on current District  
construction projects. All of the summer projects 
are completed except for work at T/E Middle 
School.  This work was expected to be finished in 
December, but is ahead of schedule and will finish  
 

up in October.   Proposals for summer 
2009 projects were reviewed.  These include con-
tinued re-roofing, lighting and restroom updates. 
 
Consultation services for the IT renovation project 
were proposed. The Committee agreed to put the 
proposal on the agenda for the September Board 
meeting. The work will renovate the old T/E High 
School across from T/E Middle School into space 
for the IT department. The Committee heard an 
update on the status of the District network up-
grade and asked for a report outlining future tech-
nology needs. 
 
District architects presented possible locations for 
the relocation of the Maintenance Department. 
They were asked to design a plan for a District cen-
tral storage facility at one of the sites. Because the 
deed for that site may allow only for a school 
building, the administration was asked to review 
the deed. 
 
The administration reviewed the Capital Source 
and Use Report which lists the capital funds. All of 
the 2008-09 projects are currently under budget 
and will be fully paid by December. 
\ 
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submitted by BETSY FADEM 
The Finance Committee met on August 18th and 
September 15th. The Committee recommended for 
full Board approval a contract to provide auto-
mated phone notification for our students and fami-
lies. This system will allow the District to quickly 
contact by phone all families, for any reason, but 
specifically in cases of emergency or weather re-
lated situations. This service will be available this 
year.  
 
Next, the administration presented the revised Food 
Services budget and recommendation for price in-
creases. The increase was necessitated due to a 24 
percent increase in food costs.  
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Summary of School Board Committee Meetings Provided by Committee Members  September 2008 



It was reported that the District may be over budget 
on our expenses for fuel if indeed prices do not de-
crease. The administrative staff, along with Krapf 
Bus service, are vigilant in their efforts to reduce 
our fuel use which will in turn help to offset fuel 
costs.  
 
The administration is analyzing the advantages of 
joining the Delaware Valley Healthcare Coalition 
(DVHCC). An agreement has not yet been devel-
oped but preliminary estimates indicate a projected 
savings to the District of $170,000 in the first year if 
retroactive to July 1st. This topic will be discussed at 
future Finance Committee meetings. 
 
In September, the Committee heard a report from 
the Transportation Department. The Committee then 
listened to community members input and concerns 
regarding the timing of bus runs.  Further analysis 
on some runs is continuing and the Committee will 
get a report at next month’s meeting on the noted 
bus runs. 
 
The Committee began its first look at the 2007-08 
year end fund balance designation recommenda-
tions. The Committee will make a recommendation 
to the Board following a review of the capital pro-
jects plan by the Facilities Committee, a review of 
the Sources and Uses data, and the completion of 
our annual audit.  
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submitted by LIANE DAVIS 
The Policy Committee met on September 2nd. The 
Committee recommended the following policies for 
a second reading by the full Board at their Septem-
ber 22nd regular meeting: Policy 3185, Fund Bal-
ances Management; and Policy 8210, Records Man-
agement. 
 
Next the Committee discussed Policy 5401, Student 
Discipline. The District solicitor noted that recent 
legislation requires all Pennsylvania school districts 
to have an approved bullying policy in place by 
January 2009. In addition, age appropriate copies of 
the policy must be posted in all classrooms. The 
policy was recommended for a first reading by the 
full Board on September 22nd.  
 
The Committee discussed Policy 6152,Classroom 
Assignments and recommended it for a first reading 
by the Board in September. 
 
Finally, the Committee discussed Regulation 5225, 
Pupil Records; electronic background checks and 

Policy 4041, Obligation to Report Criminal Of-
fenses. No recommendations were made on these 
topics at this time. Topics to be discussed at future 
meetings include a new Right-to-Know policy and 
School Board by-laws. 





������
�	��������	
�������

������
�	��������	
�������

������
�	��������	
�������

������
�	��������	
�������

 �
submitted by PAT WOOD 
Public Information met on September 4th at the new 
administration offices on West Valley Road.  A 
community member reminded the Committee that, 
while the leadership of BUILD has changed, the 
group continues to be active.  
 

There was discussion about the location for the 
monthly school board meetings. They are currently 
held in the cafeteria at Conestoga High School and 
it was decided to recommend to the Board that they 
continue to be held at Conestoga.  All other meet-
ings will be held at the new administration offices. 
 

The Committee received a report on communication 
of changes in the PAYPAMS online cafeteria pay-
ment system.  All student households received a 
letter containing information on the costs of the sys-
tem.  Parents may still send a check or cash if they 
do not want to use PAYPAMS to fund their child's 
account. 
 

There was discussion about the possibility of dis-
tributing the T/E Insight (community newsletter) 
electronically. At this time, the Committee recom-
mended to continue to send the newsletter to each 
recipient through the mail. 
 

The Committee received a report on the new set in 
the Conestoga High School TV studio.  The set will 
enable the TV studio to accommodate additional 
participants on set, utilize different set configura-
tions and provide a more updated and professional 
look to TETV. 
 
Ways to inform the community about transportation 
procedures were discussed.   The administration will 
consider including a FAQ on transportation in the T/
E Insight and on the web site.  In addition, the mid-
dle schools were asked to repeat morning announce-
ments during the first two weeks of school to ac-
commodate students who may be late due to bussing 
issues at the beginning of the school year. 
 

The administration will expand the advertising of 
the new after school activity program at the middle 
schools.  The after school activities program is de-
signed for families with students who would like to 
participate in an after school activity but do not have 
a ride home following the activity.  Information is 
also available on the middle school web sites. 
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10/18 Super Saturday   CHS Fields        ALL DAY 
10/21 7th Grade Parent/Teacher Coffee      10:30 am  
10/23   8th Grade Parent/Teacher Coffee      9:00 am  
10/24 5th/6th Grade Fall Mixer TEMS        3:00 pm 
10/28 “A Potpourri of Opera” 5th & 6th      TEMS  
11/5 PTO Meeting Faculty Lounge       9:00 am   
11/10 The Resilient Family  Dr. Reivich    7:00 pm 
11/10-14 Book Fair  Adaptive Gym 
11/12 Student/Faculty Feud        3:15 pm  
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